CHAPTER VI
THE TEN YEARS' PEACE, 1746-1756

TWO Silesian wars, episodes in the eight years of
general turmoil  produced by  the Austrian
Succession question, had now been brought
by Frederick to a fortunate end.    The Hapsburgs
once more possessed the Imperial crown, but the
Hohenzollerns were masters of Silesia and their days
of vassalage were over.

The course of history has shown that by gaining
Silesia Prussia enabled herself to become in time
the principal German state. From this time on-
ward, the Teutonic elements in the Hapsburg realm
became more and more outweighed by the rest,
until in 1866 Austria, as a Power whose political
centre was Buda-Pest, was finally expelled from Ger-
many, In 1745, it is true, the full significance of the
transfer of Silesia was felt rather than understood.
But it was felt strongly enough to prevent Frederick
from deluding himself with the vain belief that Aus-
tria would be easily reconciled to her loss, or that
she regarded the Peace of Dresden as more sacred
than the Peace of Berlin. The Queen, it was said,
could not behold a Silesian without tears. Her
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